Speakers' Profiles
Frans TIMMERMANS

First Vice-President of the European Commission
Frans Timmermans is a Dutch politician and diplomat who currently serves
as the First Vice-President of the European Commission and the European
Commissioner for the portfolio of Better Regulation, Inter-Institutional
Relations, Rule of Law and Charter of Fundamental Rights in the Juncker
Commission since 1 November 2014.
Timmermans previously worked in the Dutch Civil Service (1987–1998), as a
member of the House of Representatives for the Labour Party (1998–2007;
2010–2012), as Undersecretary for Foreign Affairs charged with European
Affairs (2007–2010) and as Minister of Foreign Affairs (2012–2014).
From 1995 to 1998 he served as a Senior Advisor and Private Secretary to
the High Commissioner on National Minorities of the OSCE, Max van der
Stoel and 1994-1995 as a staff member for EU Commissioner Hans van den
Broek.
In 1993 and 1994 Timmermans worked as deputy head of the Minister for
Development Cooperation’s EC Affairs Section, 1990 and 1993 as the
Deputy Secretary of the Dutch embassy in Moscow. 1987-1990 he served as
Policy Officer in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 1984-1985 he had
postgraduate courses in European Law and French Literature at the
University of Nancy. 1980-1985 he achieved a degree in French language
and literature, Radboud University Nijmegen.

Jyrki KATAINEN

Vice-President of the European Commission for Jobs, Growth, Investment
and Competitiveness
Jyrki Katainen is currently Vice-President of the European Commission
responsible for Jobs, Growth, Investment and Competitiveness. He joined
the Commission in July 2014 as Vice-President for Economic and Monetary
Affairs and the euro. Before that he served as Prime Minister of Finland
from 2011 to 2014 and Minister of Finance from 2007 to 2011. From 1999
to 2014, he was a Member of Finnish Parliament for the National Coalition
Party (Kokoomus). Katainen was a Member of the Finnish Delegation to the
OSCE Parliamentary Assembly from 2003 to 2007, a Member of the
Administrative Council of the Finnish Broadcasting Company from 2003 to
2005, a Member of the Finnish Delegation to the Western European Union
Parliamentary Assembly from 2004 to 2005 and a Deputy Member of the
Finnish Delegation to the Nordic Council from 2001 to 2003. Jyrki Katainen
has an M.Sc. in Political Science from the University of Tampere, Finland
and he did an Erasmus exchange year at the University of Leicester, UK.

Elzbieta BIENKOWSKA

European Commissioner for Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship
and SMEs
Elżbieta Bieńkowska is EU Commissioner for Internal Market, Industry,
Entrepreneurship and SMEs in the European Commission of Jean-Claude
Juncker since 1 November 2014.
Between 2007 and 2013 she was the Minister for Regional Development of
Poland and from 2013 to 2014, the Deputy Prime Minister and the Minister
of Regional Development and Infrastructure of Poland.
As the Deputy Prime Minister and the Minister of Infrastructure and
development she was in charge of the strategic development system of the
country, including the effective investment of the European funds.
Her work resulted in the full absorption of the EU funds from the budget for
2004-2006 and the successful distribution of almost EUR 68 billion granted
to Poland for the years 2007-2013. She was managing the process of the
preparation of the efficient EU funds implementation system from the EU
budget for the years 2014-2020.
Apart from the European funds her tasks in the Polish Government included
also the management of transport infrastructure (roads, railway, air traffic
and ship transport) and issues related to construction and housing.
Before from 1999 to 2007 she was working for the local government of the
Silesia Region in Southern Poland.
A graduate of the Jagiellonian University. She also graduated from the
Polish National School of Public Administration and completed the business
administration post graduate studies at the Warsaw School of Economics.

Karmenu VELLA

European Commissioner for Environment, Maritime Affairs and Fisheries
Karmenu Vella is the European Commissioner for Environment, Maritime
Affairs and Fisheries. He was born in Malta on June 1950.
Mr Vella graduated in Architecture and Civil Engineering, and later obtained
a Master of Science in Tourism Management from University of Sheffield.
He was first elected to Parliament in 1976 and continued to be was reelected in the elections that followed for nine consecutive times. During his
political career he has been appointed Minister for Public Works, Minister
for Industry and Minister for Tourism twice.

Georges DASSIS

President of the European Economic and Social Committee
George Dassis was a trade-union activist in Greece from the age of 15.
Activist against the colonels' regime in Greece (1967-1974). Permanent
member of the national staff of the Belgian General Federation of Labour
(FGTB) from 1976 to 1980.
Since 1981, representative of the Greek General Confederation of Labour
(GSEE) to the European Trade Union Confederation (ETUC), taking part in its
Executive Committee since 1982, to the International Trade Union
Confederation (ITUC, formerly ICFTU) and to the International Labour Office
(ILO).Member of the EESC from 1981 (president of the regional section of
the EESC from 1986) to 1990 and from 2002.
Founder member of the Labour Institute of the GSEE (1990) and secretary
for international relations. President of the ECO section of the EESC from
2004 to 2008 and President of the Workers' Group of the EESC from 2008 to
2015. President of the EESC from 2015 to 2018. At the EESC, Georges Dassis
has been a Rapporteur on opinions such as the European minimum income,
Social dialogue in the Economic and Monetary Union and the Cost of nonEurope.

Alexandre DANGIS

Managing Director, European Plastics Converters
Alexandre Dangis is the Managing Director of European Plastics Converters
(EuPC), the EU-level trade association of the European plastics converting
industry since 1998. He pro-actively initiated the setting up of Vinyl 2010 –
now VinylPlus – in 2000 and negotiated the voluntary commitment of the
European PVC industry with the European Commission and the European
Parliament to collect and recycle PVC. In 1996, he created the association
Plastics Recyclers Europe (PRE) and held the position of Managing Director
until 2016. He is a Board Member of VinylPlus and Recovinyl, as well as the
Co-Founder and one of the two Presidents of the Waste Free Oceans (WFO)
foundation that addresses the problem of marine litter.

Aloys GUITTON

CSR Corporate Director, Auchan
Aloys Guitton, holder of a Master's degree in political communication of
Pantheon Sorbonne University, joined Auchan in 2011, as coordinator of the
international sustainable development synergy and participates in the
elaboration of CSR policy, in the training and in the acculturation of the
country managers on the emergent stakes.
Since 2013, he assures the answer to the obligations of extra-financial
reporting as well as the representation of environmental issues with the
European institutions. Since June 2016, Aloys Guitton is Auchan Retail's CSR
Corporate Director.

Mette SKOVGAARD

Senior adviser, City of Copenhagen, EUROCITIES
Mette Skovgaard has more than 20 years of working experience with
sustainability in both public and private sector organisations. She is
currently project coordinator of the Horizon 2020 project “Cities
Cooperating for Circular Economy” (FORCE).
She is also implementing a test facility for sorting plastics and preparing a
tender for an innovative solution for this. She has worked for several private
consultancies advising on socio-economic consequences of sustainability
measures and she also worked for the Danish Ministry of the Environment.
Mette Skovgaard holds a master’s degree in Economics from the University
of Aarhus, Denmark.

Luc BAS

European Regional Director, International Union for the Conservation of
Nature
Prior to becoming IUCN’s European Director, Luc served as Director of The
Climate Group (TCG) in Brussels, working with business and government to
achieve more ambitious EU climate policies. As International Director of
TCGs States and Regions Alliance, he helped to establish one of the most
significant climate change networks of sub-national governments.
Luc also worked as an adviser on sustainable development for both the
Belgian Federal and Flemish Governments, representing them at the UN
Commission on Sustainable Development, the OECD expert panel, the EU
and the Belgian Federal Council on Sustainable Development.

Nico RIETVELD

Commercial Director, Bar-le-Duc, United Soft Drinks
Commercial responsible for developing the branded (Bar-le-Duc, AA Drink,
Raak, etc.) business throughout northwest Europe, meanwhile intensifying
the private label partnerships with foodretailers. Both in a competitive
landscape with worldwide multinationals like Coca-Cola, Unilever, Danone
and Refresco.
Ambition to build a healthy and sustainable business in soft drinks, waters
and juices. Contributing to a circular FMCG (industry and retail) economy
regarding plastic packaged consumer goods.
Various commercial- and production roles with leading FMCG industry
companies United Soft Drinks, Wessanen, Nestle and Heineken.
Experience in food retail and foodservice distribution structures in all
European countries.

Paolo FALCIONI

Michaël MANSUY

Harald KASAMAS

Director General, CECED
Paolo Falcioni is CECED's Director General, representing the home appliance
industry in Europe.With a strong industrial footprint, it is the industry
delivering time (and energy) saving appliances to improve our lifestyles.
In this position he has created an International Roundtable of Household
Appliance Manufacturers Associations (IRHMA) to tackle global issues like
sustainability in a global manner. He was nominated President of the
Coalition for Energy Savings, a multi-stakeholder organisation to improve
energy efficiency in Europe. He is one of the Board members at SmartEn.
He has been nominated to serve in the REFIT platform as a representative
of the stakeholder group, helping to streamline and improve the
effectiveness of the EU legislative corpus.
Before joining CECED, he worked for over fourteen years within the
household appliance industry sector. Prior to that, Paolo worked for ten
years in the telecommunication sector.
Public Affairs Director - Waste Management, Veolia
Michael Mansuy is employed by Veolia as Public Affairs Director for waste
management activities and is based in both Paris and Brussels. He has over
12 years of experience in the waste industry and has held various positions
related to policies and regulatory frameworks pertaining to VEOLIA’s three
main activities: water, waste and energy efficiency. He has a strong interest
in plastics and circular economy, including chemical and product policies.
Michael is responsible for representing VEOLIA in a wide range of
organizations to support the Company’s current activities, such as European
and national trade associations, think tanks and international organizations
(OECD, UNEP). He holds a bachelor degree in law from Rouen and Vienna
Universities and an MBA from ICN Business School in Nancy, France.
Senior Officer, Austrian Federal Ministry for Sustainability and Tourism
Studied at University of Natural Resources and Life Science in Vienna and
McGill University in Montreal. 25 years working experience in the field of
contaminated land management, incl. five years as a project manager of EU
Concerted Actions. Since two years working in the Chemicals Policy
department of the Federal Ministry of Environment in Austria, i.a.
responsible for circular economy at the interface of chemical and waste
legislation.

Theresa KJELL

Senior Policy and Business Adviser
Theresa Kjell has worked for ChemSec since 2014 and is leading our
business group and other business related contacts. She is also advising on
policy issues, with special focus on legislation. Ms Kjell has a master degree
in Environmental Science and started her career as a local environmental
inspector and then moved on to working at the Environmental Crimes Unit
at INTERPOL General Secretariat.
This assignment lead on to working for the Swedish Ministry for the
Environment, starting out by handling international conventions, such as
the Basel Convention, and moving on to co-ordinating the Swedish
negotiation team for the RoHS Directive during the Swedish presidency of
the EU council. After this Ms Kjell was appointed the position of Swedish
expert for RoHS at the Swedish Chemicals Agency (KemI).

Olivier FRANCOIS

Market Development Officer, Galloo Recycling, Chairman of FEDEREC's
and International Affairs Committee, EuRIC
Market Development Officer in Group GALLOO and chemical engineer
ESCOM Paris (1979).
He obtained a PhD in chemical engineering UTC (Université de Technologie
de Compiègne in 1992. He is in charge of new businesses in the GALLOO
Group and environmental affairs.

Harald FRIEDL

CEO, Circle Economy
Harald is the CEO of Circle Economy, a social enterprise accelerating the
transition to a circular economy through the work with businesses, sectors
and cities. Before Circle Economy, Harald has spent five years fostering
social entrepreneurship and bottom-up change in Myanmar, where he cofounded Impact Hub Myanmar. Always keen on making the most of his time
and energy, Harald also co-founded the country’s first pre-incubation
programme for social enterprises. He was also managing director of an
company in the field of renewable energy. Previously trained as a journalist,
Harald also served as the Austrian Government and as adviser to Austria’s
Deputy Prime Minister of Finance.

Eleanor DRABIK

Researcher, CEPS
Eleanor is a Researcher in the Energy and Climate Change Unit at CEPS. Her
research focuses on the circular economy as well as energy policy. She has
worked on topics such as the role of business in the circular economy, the
successes and shortcomings of the Ecodesign Directive and energy prices
for energy intensive industries.
She is also a researcher in the Horizon 2020 Circular Impacts project that
looks at the macro-economic, societal and environmental impacts of
transitioning to a circular economy. Previous to her work at CEPS, Eleanor
worked as an engineering consultant, advising investors and developers on
commercial renewable energy projects. She holds an MSc. in Energy Policy
for Sustainability in the Science Policy Research Unit (SPRU) at the
University of Sussex and a BSc. in Mathematics with Economics from the
University of Sussex.

Rob VAN DER MEER

Director Public Affairs, HeidelbergCement
Rob van der Meer is Director Public Affairs at HeidelbergCement. As
chemical engineer he started his career in public services as responsible for
environmental permitting with focus on emissions to the air, for the
Provincie Limburg in the Netherlands.
In 1996 he started in the cement industry as a process engineer in the
Maastricht plant of ENCI. Later (2004) he was appointed CO2 coordinator
for HeidelbergCement in Heidelberg (Germany).
At the moment he is in charge of Public Affairs in the department of Global
Environmental Sustainability of HeidelbergCement in Heidelberg
(Germany).
Rob van der Meer graduated in 1991 as a chemical engineer from the
Technical University Twente in the Netherlands.

Jean-Philippe HERMINE

Vice President Strategic Environmental Planning, Renault Group
Born in 1964, Jean-Philippe HERMINE has graduated as Geologist Engineer
from the Nancy School of Geology. He joined Renault in 1996 and led the
environmental audits during the corporate restructuring and acquisitions of
the Group (RVI, Volvo, Dacia, Samsung Motors).
In 2000, he was appointed head of the environmental network managing
issues such as soil contamination, atmospheric emissions or waste
performances in manufacturing plants.In 2009, he was appointed Head of
the Energy & Hygiene Safety Environment Department, in charge of Renault
sites worldwide.
Since July 2011, Jean-Philippe HERMINE is Vice President in charge of
Strategic Environmental Planning for the Renault Group and CEO of Renault

Environment.
Director of the Plan and strategy for the Environment for the Renault group
since 1st July2011, Jean-Philippe HERMINE works to elaborate and apply a
coherent environmental policy for the Group, its products and their
production, including all brands and activities.
He is also Managing Director of Renault Environment, a Holding which
manages Renault’s participation in 3 subsidiaries in the recycling area,
specializing in the end-of-life of products and the valorization of metallic
waste.
Janez POTOČNIK

Co-Chair, the International Resource Panel
Co-Chair of the International Resource Panel hosted by United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP), Chairman of the Forum for the Future of
Agriculture and RISE Foundation and a Member of the European Policy
Centre's Advisory Council.
He was Commissioner for Environment 2009 – 2014 and Commissioner for
Research, Innovation and Science 2004 – 2009. From 2001 to 2002 he was
Minister Councillor at the Slovenian Prime Minister's Cabinet and Minister
for European Affairs from 2002 to 2004. He headed the negotiating team
for the Accession of Slovenia to the EU between 1998 and 2004.
Served as assistant director (1984–1987) and director (1993–2001) at the
Institute of Macroeconomic Analysis and Development in Ljubljana. In 1993,
he received his PhD in economics from the University of Ljubljana. Between
1988 and 1993, he was a senior researcher at the Institute for Economic
Research in Ljubljana.

Pekka PESONEN

Secretary General, COPA COGECA
Secretary General of Copa, representing European farmers, and Cogeca
representing European agri-cooperatives, which together count more than
70 national farming organisations from across Europe.
From 2005 to 2007, he was State Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture and
Forestry, Finland,
From 1997 to 2005 he was dairy and livestock advisor of the Finnish dairy,
meat & egg co-operatives Pellervo MTK. In 1997 he was appointed key
account manager in Valio and sales Manager from 1991 to 1996.

Ilaria NARDELLO

Executive Director, European Marine Biological Resource Centre
A bio-optical oceanographer with thirteen years of research experience
between the USA and the EU, she participated in various oceanographic
expeditions to explore the world’s oceans, including to the Southern Ocean
and Antarctica. Since 2007, she is in science management with primary
roles in the implementation of national programmes of research, such as
the Irish "Marine Climate Change programme” (2007-2009), and, later, the
“Marine Biotechnology Programme” (2009-2013).
Her more recent activity is focused on facilitating industry-university
collaboration and developing specific practices to support technology-based
innovation ecosystems, at the regional and trans-national level. Appointed
as “Industry Research Specialist” by the “National University of Ireland
Galway”, in 2013, she went on to be a founding member and acted as chief
executive officer of the "Biomarine International Clusters Association”
(B.I.C.A.), created under the auspices of "Prince Albert II Foundation", in
Monaco, to develop and organise the economic value of sustainable and
innovative value-chains from marine bioresources.

Rob HAMER

Vice-president R&D Discover Foods, Director Unilever R&D Vlaardingen,
FOOD NEXUS network
Director of Unilever Vlaardingen R&D laboratory since January 2012. He is
also Vice-president of Discover, Unilever R&D Vlaardingen since 2009. He is
also Professor (part-time) in Wageningen University, in the Food Chemistry
group since 1999. (Research in the area of Cereal Proteins, focused on a.
improving the application of cereals in products and b. improving the
wholesomeness of wheat and related cereals by decreasing the level of
celiac disease related protein sequences.)
He was Director Structure and Sensory response program, TI Food and
Nutrition from October 1997 to November 2009 (Responsible for outlining
and implementing break through strategies in the area of food structuring
for health, liking and convenience.)

Lauri HETEMÄKI

Assistant Director, European Forest Institute
Assistant Director at the European Forest Institute (EFI) (responsible for
managing EFI’s science-policy work) and adjunct Professor in the Faculty of
Agriculture and Forestry, University of Helsinki. He has a Ph.D. in economics
from the University of Helsinki.
He has extensive experience in science-policy support work, e.g. in
European Parliament, European Commission and national Governments and
Parliaments, as well as coordinating pan-European science-policy studies.
He is the author of 200 scientific and popular publications.

Before his current position, Hetemäki worked as a Professor in Forest Sector
Foresight at the Faculty of Science and Forestry, University of Eastern
Finland; as a Head of Programme at EFI; and as a Senior Researcher and
Project Manager at the Finnish Forest Research Institute.
He has been a Visiting Senior Research Fellow at the Haas Business School,
University of California, Berkeley; at the International Institute for Applied
Systems Analysis (IIASA), Laxenburg, Austria; and at the Australian Bureau
of Agricultural and Resource Economics, Canberra.
Joanna DUPONT-INGLIS

Director, Industrial Biotechnology and Cross-Sectoral Strategy, EuropaBio
In 2016 Joanna was appointed as chair of the EU Bioeconomy Panel.
She is also Director, Industrial Biotech of EuropaBio, an organsiation that
she joined in February 2009
Her work within EuropaBio involves developing a more supportive,
predictable and coherent EU policy environment for the deployment of
industrial biotech products and processes within the broader bioeconomy.

Hans BRUYNINCKX

Executive Director, European Environment Agency
Hans Bruyninckx is the Executive Director of the European Environment
Agency since 1 June, 2013.
In 1996 Dr Bruyninckx completed a PhD in international environmental
politics at Colorado State University.
Until his appointment at the EEA, he was professor of environmental
politics and director of the HIVA Research Institute in Belgium, a policyoriented research institute associated with the Katholieke Universiteit
Leuven.
Over the last 20 years, he has conducted research in areas including
environmental politics, climate change and sustainable development. He
has taught global environmental politics and global environmental
governance in relation to the European Union (EU), publishing extensively
on EU environmental policies and its role as an actor in global
environmental governance.
Throughout his career Dr Bruyninckx has worked with governmental
agencies, civil society and businesses, often in an advisory role.

Carsten WACHHOLZ

Senior Policy Officer on Product Policy and Circular Economy,
European Environmental Bureau
At the EEB Carsten is responsible for monitoring the implementation of the
EU Circular Economy Action Plan. He advocates for the EU to match its
rhetoric on resource efficiency with ambitious proposals in the areas of ecodesign, labelling and related fields of product policy.
Before coming to Brussels, Carsten was deputy head of the department for
environmental protection at the headquarters of German NGO NABU,
where he worked on climate change, energy policy and sustainable
development. He also gained expertise as a consultant in facilitating
stakeholder communications, public participation and conflict resolution.
He holds a diploma on Environmental Studies from the University of
Lueneburg in Germany and on Business Sustainability from University of St.
Gallen and Business School Lausanne.

Martin CHARTER

Director, The Centre for Sustainable Design
Professor Martin Charter MBA FRSA is the Founding Director of The Centre
for Sustainable Design ® at the University for the Creative Arts (UCA) that
was established in 1995. He is a former Visiting Professor in Sustainable
Product Design at UCA and presently Professor of Innovation &
Sustainability at UCA. Martin has 30 years’ experience in business
sustainability with particular expertise in sustainable innovation, product
sustainability and circular economy.
Martin has sat on many international expert committees and advisory
boards including World Resources Forum and Eco-innovation Observatory.
He led and participated in UK government funded missions and expert
groups focused on eco-design and ‘circular economy’ to Japan, China,
Taiwan and Hong Kong. He is the organiser of the Sustainable Innovation
series of international conferences that has been organised for 21 years.
Martin has authored research on new ‘green’ business models, sustainable
innovation, product design and remanufacturing and marketing &
sustainability; and was the convenor of ISO14006:2011, member of ISO and
was UK expert to ISO TR 14062 and is presently convenor of ISO14006: 2018
an expert to BS8001:2017 (‘circular economy’) and IEC/ISO JWG ECD
62959:2018 (eco-design). Martin founded the charity Farnham Repair Café
and has a growing interest in grassroots innovation related to ‘making,
modifying and fixing’). Martin is an author and editor of many publications
including Sustainable Solutions, Greener Marketing I & II, Eco-innovate (that
has over 60,000 downloads) and ‘Designing for the Circular Economy (to be
published in 2018), and is a regular speaker in conferences worldwide.

Joanna DRAKE

Deputy Director General, DG Environment
Ms Joanna Drake is currently the Deputy Director-General for Environment
at European Commission. Prior to this, Ms Drake served as Chair of the Task
Force for the Collaborative Economy, New Business Models and SMEs at
European Commission. She joined the European Commission in October
2005 as Head of the European Commission Representation in Malta. In
2010, she moved to DG GROW as a Director for Small and Medium Sized
Enterprises and Entrepreneurship. She holds a Doctorate in Law from
University of Malta and a Postgraduate Diploma in Advanced European
Legal Studies from College of Europe in Bruges, Belgium.

Antti PELTOMÄKI

Deputy Director-General, Directorate-General Internal Market, Industry,
Entrepreneurship and SMEs
In this function, Mr Peltomäki is responsible for Single Market Policy,
Regulation and Surveillance; Industrial transformation and Advanced value
chains; Consumer, Environmental and Health Industries; and Innovation and
Advanced Manufacturing Directorates.
Mr. Peltomäki is also the Commission representative at the Management
Boards of the European Chemicals Agency (ECHA).Before that, Mr
Peltomäki was Deputy Director-General in the Information Society and
Media Directorate General where he was firstly responsible for research
cooperation in the context of the seventh research framework (2007-2013)
and thereafter for regulatory policy in the telecommunications, media and
internet fields.Mr Peltomäki has also worked as Head of the Commission's
representation in Helsinki in 2006 – 2007.
Prior to joining the Commission in 2006, Mr Peltomäki worked for almost
ten years in the office of the Prime Minister of Finland, initially as State
Under-Secretary, then State Secretary for EU affairs. A lawyer by training,
Mr Peltomäki began his career as a coordinator of international research
and training courses at the Helsinki University of Technology.

Agis EVRIGENIS

Director, Technopolis
Agis Evrigenis is the Director of Technopolis Group Belgium sprl and project
director of the European Resource Efficiency Knowledge Centre (EREK).
Agis draws upon sustained experience of managing large and complex
framework contracts and delivering EU funded projects.
Agis has a solid track record in strategic market development and business
acquisition, while he enjoys coordinating large multicultural and diverse
working groups, consortia and networks. He has participated in different
studies in the sphere of science, technology and innovation for the

European Commission, European Parliament, national and regional
governments. Agis is an economist with a Bachelor in Business
Administration from the University of Economic and Social Sciences of
Macedonia, Greece and a European Masters in Business Administration
(MBA) & Total Quality Management (TQM) from the University of Piraeus,
Greece. A native Greek, Agis speaks fluent English and is refreshing his
French, learnt in his early years.
Prof. Dr. MARUSZEWSKI

Director, Joint Research Center
Prof. Dr. Maruszewski graduated in 1988 from the Faculty of Basic Problems
of Technology of the Wrocław Technical University, Poland. He obtained his
Ph.D. in Chemistry at Marquette University, USA in 1989, where he
continued research as an Associate Researcher during his post-doctoral
work (1992 – 1995).
In 1995, he started working in the Institute of Low Temperature and
Structure Research in Wrocław and in the Chemistry Department of the
Opole University. He was first vice-Director and then Director of the
Institute of Materials Science and Applied Mechanics of the Wrocław
University of Technology.
In February 2007, he took the post of Director of Programmes and
Stakeholders Relations at the European Commission's Joint Research Centre
(JRC) in Brussels. In November 2009, he moved to the position of Director of
JRC's Institute for Reference Materials and Measurements in Geel, Belgium.
From January 2013, he was Director of the JRC's Institute for Health and
Consumer Protection in Ispra, Italy.
Following an organisational re-structuring at the JRC in July 2016, he was
appointed Director of the Knowledge Management Directorate.

Véronique WILLEMS

Secretary General, UEAPME
Véronique Willems has been supporting Crafts and SMEs as the Secretary
General of UEAPME since January 2017. Beforehand and as from 2009, she
was the Head of European affairs at UNIZO (UEAPME Belgian member
organisation) and was responsible for advocacy on policies affecting SMEs
at EU-level. In January 2016, she was nominated deputy to the SMErepresentative for Belgium at the European Economic and Social
Committee. Ms Willems started her career at UNIZO in 1999 as Policy
Officer in charge of SME education and counselling and went on to work at
the regional office (Vlaams-Brabant & Brussel) as responsible for advocacy
at regional level, mentorship programs and individual counselling for
entrepreneurs. Ms Willems holds a Law degree from Vrije Universiteit
Brussels and a Master’s Degree in Commercial sciences / Business

management from VLEKHO Brussels.
Iain GULLAND

Chief Executive, Zero Waste Scotland
Iain Gulland is Chief Executive of Zero Waste Scotland, a not-for-profit
company, which exists to create a society where resources are valued and
nothing is wasted. Its work supports delivery of Scottish Government
strategies for resource efficiency and a more circular economy.
Iain has more than 20 years’ experience in sustainable resource
management in the public and not-for-profit sectors, including leading the
Community Recycling Network Scotland from 2004-2008 and working as
WRAP’s Director for Scotland from 2008 – 2014.
Iain is a Vice President of the Association for Cities and Regions for
Recycling and Sustainable Resource Management (ACR+) and a Fellow of
the Chartered Institution of Wastes Management (CIWM).

Arthur TEN WOLDE

Circular economy expert, Ecopreneur.eu and CSR Netherlands / De Groene
Zaak
Based in the Netherlands, Arthur ten Wolde works as Circular Economy
expert for the European Sustainable Business Federaton Ecopreneur.eu and
CSR Netherlands / De Groene Zaak (a member of Ecopreneur). Ecopreneur
represents 2500 sustainable pioneers in seven member states, mainly
SMEs. In this position he is responsible for the EU advocacy for a circular
economy.
In addition, Arthur advises companies and municipalities about the circular
economy as Head and Owner of Circular Future. His main drive is to
contribute, with the biggest possible impact, to accelerating and
mainstreaming the circular economy. Arthur is internationally recognized as
a circular economy expert, motivational speaker and (co-)author of several
reports and numerous articles in magazines.

Arnaldo ABRUZZINI

CEO, Eurochambres
Arnaldo Abruzzini has been the CEO of EUROCHAMBRES, the Association of
European Chambers of Commerce and Industry, since 1999. He is a senior
lobbyist in Brussels and represents the voice of over 20 million companies
through members in 43 countries and a network of 1.700 regional and local
Chambers.
He is also an active entrepreneur, having founded several companies. He
still owns shares in telecommunications (Interactive Media), energy (InRes)
and business consulting (Consir) firms.
Mr Abruzzini has worked as Managing Director of several companies active
in telecommunications (EPTA), marketing and communications

(MediaCamere) and business advice (CoFiCom) in Italy and USA. He has also
served in the financial sector, notably in investment banking (MedioBanca)
and insurance companies (Bavaria). He started his carrier as an auditor in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, in 1979 (Arthur Andersen)
Montse GUERRERO

Vice-Chair, Enterprise Europe Network
I am an agronomic engineer (food industries and environmental
management specialisations) currently working as an innovation and
project consultant at the Navarre Industry Association (AIN), private nonprofit association in Northern Spain, mainly devoted to the Enterprise
Europe Network (EEN) and to the managing of European projects.
As member of the EEN we support SMEs on their scaling-up and
internationalisation strategies based on innovation and access to finance.
Being Thematic Contact Point of the Circular Economy we offer advice to
companies on developing its innovation projects under the circularity
approach.
I joined the consulting team of AIN in March 2016. In the past I have been
working as CSR external consultant for the Regional Government and as a
European project manager at the Environmental Resource Centre of
Navarra (CRANA) where I spent my career supporting companies, mainly
SMEs, on their environmental managing improvement as well as on Ecoinnovation
and
Corporate
Social
Responsibility
enhancing.
Nowadays I am finishing the Innovation, Enterprise and the Circular
Economy DL MBA at the University of Bradford. The Circular Economy
piqued my interest in 2014 when I realised a new type of development in
which economic growth can be decoupled from raw resources consumption
and value creation can be achieved based on eco-effectiveness and “doing
good” principles. Since then I am working on supporting companies on their
transition to a new economy as a unique opportunity for business
development while enabling natural and social capital regeneration.

Meg SCHEPPERS

Public Advisor, Public Waste Agency of Flanders, OVAM
Meg Scheppers (bio-engineer, K.U.L. 1995) has been working since 2001 on
waste prevention at the Public Waste&Resources Agency of Flanders
(OVAM). She currently works on the Policy on 'Material-aware building in
cycles' (2016-2020), specifically on the theme of Design for Change (changeoriented construction) to stimulate a more sustainable design/renovation of
buildings in Flanders.
With the developped tools and studies, OVAM mainly advises architects and
building material manufacturers to innovate in ecodesign of building
materials and building systems to focus on reuse as much as possible to

increase lifespan of building elements. At the same time we are
experimenting with circular construction in Flanders to learn by testing out
circular business models. In addition, we do a lot of research with external
consultants to achieve the reduction of material performance of building
elements, LCC, financing of circular business models,...
Meg Scheppers has been involved as well in industrial symbiosis since 2012.
James DRINKWATER

Director, World Green Building Council’s Europe network
James coordinates WorldGBC’s Europe Regional Network; a community of
25 national Green Building Councils, 8 Regional Partners, and nearly 5,000
members from across the buildings sector, focused on transforming
Europe’s built environment by networking leaders; assessment and
certification; awareness raising; skills and capacity building; supporting
financial and economic initiatives; and work on policy and regulation.
A large part of James’s role is advising on and coordinating global and
European political processes in the sustainable buildings arena, recently
including UNEP’s 10 Year Framework Programme on Sustainable
Consumption and Production, UNFCCC Technical Experts Meetings and the
European Commission’s ‘Resource Efficient Buildings’ project. He co-leads
the Europe Regional Network’s flagship Horizon 2020 project ‘BUILD UPON’;
a multi-stakeholder dialogue involving 2,000 key stakeholders across 13
European countries to design and implement ambitious national renovation
strategies. He also coordinates the energy efficiency workstream within the
Horizon 2020 ‘EeMAP’ project; which aims to establish a pan-EU ‘energy
efficiency mortgage’ product.
He has a Masters from the University of Cambridge, and a background in
corporate and finance law. Previously an associate with the Environment
and Climate Change practice of global law firm Linklaters LLP, he specialised
in advising global corporations on UK and EU sustainable real estate law and
policy, renewable energy projects and chemicals regulation. He also
previously worked for the Royal Institute of British Architects, focusing on
sustainable building policy and EU public procurement policy.

Mickael THIERY

Head of the department QC2, Ministry of an ecological and inclusive
transition
Mickaël THIERY (PhD, IPEF) is currently the head of the department QC2 in
charge of environmental performances of building at the Ministry of an
ecological and inclusive transition and the Ministry of territorial cohesion.
This department deals in particular with circular economy in the housing
sector, the environmental performance of building studied in the
framework of life cycle analysis and the promotion of low-carbon footprint

buildings materials (wood, bio-materials, ...). QC2 is also responsible for the
organization of the network of regional government services in charge of
the quality of buildings. Mickaël THIERY was formerly (2014-2016) the
deputy head of the Airfield Infrastructures Department at the French
Directorate of Civil Aviation. He contributed to researches in the field of
runway friction characteristics in relation with aircraft performances.
Mickaël THIERY participated in various actions at the State and European
levels for the implementation of the international re. Previously (20012013), Mickaël THIERY led researches at IFSTTAR (French Research
Organization) on durability of construction materials (in particular
reinforced concrete), as well as solutions of eco-design and CO2
sequestration. He developed a modeling plat-form for the prediction of
service life of concrete according to various durability issues.
In 2010, Mickaël THIERY was invited in Ecole Fédérale de Lausanne
(Switzerland) as assistant professor.
He is the authors of more than 30 papers in peer-reviewed journals and has
participated to more than 50 international communications. He has
supervised 10 PhD students.
Dimitri STRYBOS

Program Manager, Public Waste Agency of Flanders OVAM
Dimitri Strybos obtained a Master's degree in Environmental Sciences at the
University of Antwerp. He started his professional career as a policy officer
in the Public Waste Agency of Flanders (OVAM), where he was responsible
for the further development of the Flanders' WEEE policy. Since 2016, he
became Program Manager for the Flanders’ Materials Program, which
transformed in 2017 into Circular Flanders, the hub, inspirator and
matchmaker for circular economy in Flanders.
Currently, Dimitri coordinates and facilitates the Flemish Green Deal on
Circular Procurement.

Virginia JANSSENS

Managing Director, EUROPEN
Virginia Janssens is Managing Director for the European Organization for
Packaging and the Environment (EUROPEN) since July 2012.
EUROPEN is a unique cross-sectoral EU industry association in Brussels,
presenting the opinion of the packaging supply chain in Europe, regardless
of the packaging material or system. EUROPEN members are comprised of
multinational corporate companies spanning the packaging supply chain
(raw material producers, packaging converters and brand owners) plus
seven national packaging organizations all committed to continuously
improving the environmental performances of packaged products, in

collaboration with their suppliers and customers.
Mauro SCALIA

Head of Sustainable Businesses, EURATEX
Mauro Scalia is head of Sustainable Businesses in Euratex, the European
Confederation of Textile and Apparel industry, in Brussels. He is responsible
for all activities on chemicals, resources efficiency, circularity, climate
change, CSR and sustainable supply chains and coordinates with the
member national /European associations. He graduated cum laude in
Political Sciences with specialization in Politics and Economics at the
University of Catania, Italy, also studying in Germany and France. He joined
Euratex in 2004 after several professional experiences in business
consulting, industrial research and at the European Commission. Italian
mother tongue, he also speaks English, French and German.

Karl-Heinz FOERSTER

Executive Director, PlasticsEurope
Karl-H. Foerster was appointed Executive Director of PlasticsEurope in
October 2013.
Mr Foerster was former CEO of Neochimiki Group, Athens, Greece. Born
1959 in Kassel/Germany he graduated from the universities of
Wuerzburg/Germany (Economics) and Rhode Island/USA with a MBA.
For more than 30 years, Karl-H. Foerster has been working in the chemical
and plastics industry. Before joining Neochimiki, Foerster served as Vice
President at PolymerLatex. During his 20 years at BASF SE he held various
executive management positions, focusing on the company’s global
expansion and the restructuring of its European polymer business.
He has been working in 10 countries in Europe, Asia, and North America.

Elisa TONDA

Head of the Consumption and Production Unit, UN Environment
Elisa Tonda is the Head of the Consumption and Production Unit in the
Economy Division of UN Environment, whose main goal is the promotion of
sustainable production and consumption policies, practices and initiatives
through the engagement of governments, the business community and civil
society organizations. Prior to that, Elisa worked in UNEP Office for Latin
America and the Caribbean, where she was in charge of supporting the
implementation of the UNEP's Resource Efficiency, Sustainable
Consumption and Production and Green Economy initiatives. During her
professional experience with UN Industrial Development Organization, she
was responsible for project development and management in the area of
Cleaner Production and sound chemicals management. She also worked
with the private sector in the promotion of environmental solutions.
Elisa has a Master degree in Environmental Engineering from the

Polytechnic of Turin, Italy, and in Sustainable Development from the
University of London, UK.
Sirpa PIETIKÄINEN

Member of the European Parliament
Ms Sirpa Pietikäinen is a Finnish member of the European People's Party
(EPP) in the European Parliament. She is a former Finnish Minister of
Environment (1991-1995). Ms Pietikäinen first came to the European
parliament in 2008, and was re-elected in 2009 and 2014.
At the European Parliament, Ms Pietikäinen is a member of the Economic
and Monetary Affairs Committee, where she is a shadow rapporteur for the
European Parliament own initiative report on Sustainable Finance. She is a
substitute member of the Women’s Right and Gender Equality Committee
and the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety Committee, where she
led an own-initiative report on Circular Economy in 2015. Ms Pietikäinen
has authored various articles on circular economy, both for domestic and
international publications. She is active in several organisations and her
positions of trust include Chairmanship of the Globe EU, a platform for
dialogue between legislators and a diversity of stakeholders.
A graduate from the Helsinki School of Economics, Ms. Pietikäinen has MSc
(Business).

Antonia GAWEL

Head of the Circular Economy Initiative, World Economic Forum
Antonia Gawel heads the Circular Economy Initiative at the World Economic
Forum which is focused on advancing public-private collaborations to
accelerate the circular economy transition. In particular, she is responsible
to advancing the recently launched Platform for Accelerating the Circular
Economy – an initiative co-chaired by Philips, UN Environment, the Global
Environment Facility in collaboration with the Ellen MacArthur Foundation,
Circle Economy, the International Resource Panel and Accenture Strategy as
knowledge partners.
Prior to joining the Forum, Antonia worked in Bhutan as an advisor on
environment and clean energy programmes and at the International Energy
Agency (IEA) where she was responsible for IEA’s work on monitoring and
evaluating clean energy policy and deployment progress as input to the
Clean Energy Ministerial and G-20 processes. She was also formerly Deputy
Director, Energy and Climate, at the World Business Council for Sustainable
Development in Geneva, and has worked in energy and sustainability policy
in the private and NGO sectors. In 2006, she was selected for the “Young
Canadian Leaders for a Sustainable Future” programme of the International
Institute for Sustainable Development. She holds a Master’s in
Environmental Planning, Policy and Regulation from the London School of

Economics and an Hon. BA in Economics from the University of Toronto.
Kristi KLAAS

Councellor for Environmental Affairs, Permanent Representation of
Estonia to the EU
Kristi Klaas is a Councellor for Environmental Affairs at the Permanent
Representation of Estonia to the EU. She was leading the environment,
climate and fisheries team during the Estonian EU Presidency. Her
responsibilities included general coordination and management as well as
chairing the dicussions in the Council of the EU inter alia in the field of ecoinnovation. Previously, she was a councellor for environment at the
Permanent Representation of Estonia to the OECD in Paris. Throughout the
years, she has held different positions at the Ministry of the Environment of
Estonia, being responsible for managing the pre-accession instruments and
EU structural funds in the field on environment and climate change.
Kristi holds a Masters degree in public administration from University of
Tallinn.

Cillian LOHAN

Member of the European Economic and Social Committee, rapporteur on
the Circular Economy Package
Cillian Lohan is CEO of an internationally active Irish NGO. This organisation
was focused primarily on Forestry issues when Cillian was appointed as CEO
in 2010 but is currently being rebranded to reflect the expansion of areas of
work under Cillian's direction. It is now called Green Economy Foundation.
Cillian is an Environmental Scientist but with a background in business,
specifically working as a Business Development Director in the retail sector.
He has operated at board level and served as both chairman and company
secretary for a number of companies. He is currently the chairman of the
Irish Environmental Network. He is a member of the EESC since March of
2014, appointed through the Irish Environmental Pillar. He was recently
selected as rapporteur for the Circular Economy Package.

Brendan BURNS

President of the Section for Agriculture, Rural Development and
Environment, European Economic and Social Committee
He has represented SMEs on a variety of UK Government and EU
committees. His special interests are in Regional Policy specifically rural
development: The circular economy; Tourism; the Environment; Vocational
Education and Training (CVET); and the development of micro and small
businesses. Along with his son, he run a large forestry harvesting and
extraction business in the North of Scotland. In 2006 he was appointed by
the UK Government to the European Economic and Social Committee
(EESC). In 2013 he was elected as the Vice President of the employers group

and in 2015 he was elected as President of the NAT Section (Agriculture,
Rural Development, and Environment).
Relevant elected positions previously held: Past Chairman of the UK
Forestry Contractors Association Past UK Policy Chairman of the Federation
of Small Businesses (FSB) Past Vice Chairman of the FSB Past Scottish
Chairman of the FSB (Scotland) Past President of the Aberdeenshire
Kincardineshire & Banffshire Licensed Trade Association.
Martin SIECKER

President of the Section for Internal Market, European Economic and
Social Committee
Martin Siecker started his professional career in the early seventies as a
journalist for ‘de Volkskrant’, a nationwide progressive newspaper in the
Netherlands. In 1981 he joined the union for industrial workers as editor of
the members' magazine. In the years that followed he experimented with
audio-visual techniques to communicate with members and after the
merger with 3 other unions to the current union for multiple industrial and
services branches in 1998 he became a national officer for the agricultural
sector, responsible for negotiations on collective labour agreements in
several branches of the sector. In 2002 he joined the EESC, since then he is
a member of the Consultative Committee for Industrial Change, the INT
section, the NAT section (also responsible for sustainable development) and
he has been a member of the Sustainable Development Observatory from
the start in 2004 till 2010 when he moved to the Internal Market
Observatory. Since March 2013 he is president of the INT section.

