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Cross-border regions are a pillar of EU construction
and the true “mirror” of its success
Fundamental to the territorial continuity of the Union
Approximately 37% of Europe population living in
border regions

How are we addressing this
‘common interest’ in what concerns
transport infrastructure?

Jean Monnet

Cross-border regions
National borders introduce disruptions in
an otherwise continuous transport network,
mostly due to:
No/Poor infrastructure
No/Inadequate provision of transport
services – frequencies, tariffs or information
Procedures and requirements

Many missing links are of small-scale
i.e., a local or regional scope

Transport is just a part of the
problem
Unbalanced funds allocation towards large scale projects
Heavy red tape in many Structural and Other Public Funding Programs introduced high
administrative costs
Maze of Normative & Institutional Frameworks between Member States
Cultural Differences
Limited political visibility and voice

Innovative ways to address small
scale cross-border are needed
Technologies and collaborative systems can help bridging the gap while also a powerful tool for better
and informed decision making
Intelligent Transport Systems
Information and Ticketing

No single solution

Mobility as a Service

Variable geometry

Connected and Automated Vehicles

Adaptability

European Electronic Toll System
Environmentally Friendly Vehicles
Dynamic Pricing and Demand Management

Pivotal role of technology for closing
gaps
Big data & analytics

• Technology has supported the emergence of a new shared economy. Models of
shared-use mobility such as car sharing, bike sharing, ride sharing, and on-demand
transit have gained prominence in recent years.

Wireless communications
(4G, 5G

DSRC (sensors, V2V, V2I,
5,9 GHz)

• Connected and autonomous vehicles can be used regardless of context and thus be
active contributors to bridging cross-border barriers.

• Existing toll schemes in Europe mostly make use of technologies that are compliant
Global positioning
systems (GNSS; Galileo)

with the ETC Directive (i.e. GNSS, DSRC, or GSM) but legacy solutions to both charging
and enforcement are still in place. Cross-border regions should actively collaborate on
the implementation of the European Electronic Toll Service (EETS).

New powertrains and
batteries (electric or
hydrogen)

• Joint deployment of suitable refuelling infrastructure, including electric recharging or

refuelling stations

Look beyond TEN-T is needed
Important developments are underway with implications for cross-border transport infrastructure

investments and critical organisational issues >> risk that cross-border links of local or regional
dimension become less competitive

Cross-border regions can be valuable laboratories to test new concepts and solutions. In this
context, cross-border institutions – notably the EGTCs – are strategically positioned to shape the
future development of technology.

Yet, a number of challenges hamper the
available opportunities

Availability of Public Funding and
Financing Mechanisms is considerable
ESIF: European Structural and Investment Funds
• remains the preferred and the primary source of funds

CEF: Connecting Europe Facility, EFSI: European Fund for Strategic Investment, EIB:
European Investment Bank
• More limited applicability in small scale project

a number of Innovative and New Financial Schemes are available and known but its
applicability has been reduced as a business rational approach is not always obvious and
entails risks
• Public Private Partnerships, Value Capture Financing Strategies, Cross-financing of revenues,
Earmarking of revenues, Monetisation of external costs and benefits, etc.

Pooling and Blending different sources of funds

The role of EGTCs
Project
development

Cooperation &
commitment
Solid evidence of CB

Promote CB SUMP
Stakeholders
engagement

Planning

Dedicated and
empowered
management
Regular consultation
with relevant
stakeholders

Procurement

Implementation

Public procurement
rules simplified

Day to day
management

Permitting study
suggestions

Regular and shared
monitoring of
progress

Operation &
Maintenance

In most cases
management of
external provider
but there are
exemples of shared
involvement (i.e.
Portalet for road
maintenance)

Main (draft)
Policy
Options

Key findings
• Lack of reliable data jeopardises the assessment of the current situation, notably it could prove

invaluable in the economic and financial assessment of cross-border transport needs and the
associated investments
• Untapped potential of ITS in place to support this goal

• Border regions are frequently far from decision centres, there is need for more awareness and
publicity of success stories
• Transposition of legal instruments not always guarantee a good fit on the border

• Specific fund complementing CEF for low scale, low returns but high benefits is needed. Cross
financing, more blending and pooling
• Many ITS and other technologies are still in the first stages of deployment. Cross border regions

shall take an active role in discussion fora

1. Establish a European observatory on cross-border mobility
2. Raise the political visibility of cross-border projects
3. A new approach to project assessment and evaluation
4. Help cross-border regions contribute to technology development

5. Tailored funding mechanism for small-scale cross-border projects
6. Envisage specific funds for projects targeting the implementation of new
technologies in cross-border regions

7. Adapt the Interreg programme to cross-border regions’ specificities
8. Adopt new legislation to simplify cross-border projects

Increased level of complexity
and costs

Main (draft) policy options
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